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Artha Studio won the 2012 ITIID National Award
in the Sustainable Interior Design Category for
the restoration and refurbishment of Janakee Sadan

a dilapidated old family home.

TEXT: Sushama Jain | PHOTOS COURTESY: Artha Stud
st g udio

Janakee Sadan, a 150-year-old house,
P::d been neglected by its family for over
25 years. The house fell into disrepair due
to lack of use and lack of maintenance.

A part of the house had collapsed.

The house had been constructed with
traditional materials such as stone, flat
brick, lime, mud and wooden post and
beam with wooden joists for slab.



{1 .-x;_{llm“l l-‘-’rln'.. constructed

around 1860-70, was a family residen,
cum-othce. The family wanted to r '
thelr ancestral property but wa
keen to mbhabit the enting ' C A

gesture of philanthropy, they gave 1

house 1o a local NCXK ) alth y
funded the restoration, The N
nvolved i vanous activitie

AI‘].\”\"IH! W UpcomiIng artists
providing sell employment o portunitic
to the unemployed; and providing a
recreational space tor children as wel

as sentor cinizens. The restoration had to

cater to all these needs

The family also nee ded a small studio

apartment. The project brief as

required
by the NGO and the family

was to
accommodate the basic functions of an
administrative office, art gallery, multi
tunctional hall, semi-covered space

tor informal meetings, a pl.r. area tor

children, as well as a garden
4

Ihe present edifice is a combination of
the old and the new Spaces, materials,
craft and technology. Traditional details
were respected for reuse of materials and
aesthetics. Reuse of existing material from
the site made the project cost effective




The present
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The front room, wi

hich was an old post I'he central courtvard connected the

and beam woo

structure with two old wing to the new annex and became

Old stairs ascer tto

¢ from basemer

a small urban playground with semi

the terrace, became a public zone for the covered areas on both sides. This 8so

NGO. A basement that was originally serves as a gathering space for the elderly

used for grain storage became a single as well as an informal meeting point
long art gallery after removing the brick I'he new annex at the rear with a private
partition wal garden uses the restored old staircase

and is built in stone, steel and wood. The

PROJECT FACT FILE ground floor of the studio apartment

Project: Janakee Sadan has an ancestral swing and a new stone
3 platform around a small well. Its informal

Location: Sangamner, Maharashtra .

tharacter provides a smooth transition

ient: Dr. SN. Lohe s .

a A estral swing ha Client: Dr. SN. Lohs to the first floor. The upper level has

Typology: Restoratior one big space which includes a living

¢ Design team: Saurabh Maloani area, dining area, a kitchenette, a sofa
$. The u eve Deepti Bhadbhade, Vinit Patil cum-bed as well as a balcony that
o big 1pace A \ 1 "2
2% ies & Bving Contractors: Ramdas Shir de overlooks the main courtvard
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I'his project created awareness in the
ocality for preservation and for \\llllln‘u

traditional materials and spaces. @



